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SICSA Research Theme Activity Report
Please complete all sections of this reporting template and submit within 3 months of your event or activity taking place.  This report will allow the SICSA Directors to provide detailed information about the progress of the SICSA Research Themes to the Pool funders, SFC, and your cooperation is appreciated.  
Name of event organiser: Sandy Brownlee

Email address: sbr@cs.stir.ac.uk
Institution: University of Stirling
Title of event: Pre-EC Day
Location of the event: Stirling
Date of event: 20/6/2019
From which SICSA Research Theme was this event funded? AI
Total funds claimed for event: £756.20
Please outline in brief what took place at the event, providing details of speakers and titles of talks: 
The Pre-EC meeting was designed to allow researchers working in the area of Evolutionary Computation to showcase their work, by delivering presentations already accepted for publication in the major international EC conferences this year. Conferences represented were GECCO, CEC, ALIFE and EvoCOP. It provided an opportunity for those unable to attend the summer conferences to hear about some of the latest research being conducted in Scotland, and fostered discussion in the Scottish branch of this community. The workshop opened with informal discussions over tea and coffee, before proceeding straight to a series of talks aligned on three broad themes: scheduling, automated algorithm design, and genetic programming / genetic improvement. The talks were:
 - Evolving Robust Policies for Community Energy System Management; Emma Hart, Edinburgh Napier University

 - A Hybrid Metaheuristic Approach to a Real World Employee Scheduling Problem; Kenneth Reid, University of Stirling

 - Comparative Analysis of Two Asynchronous Parallelization Variants for a  Multi-Objective Coevolutionary Solver; Ciprian Zavoianu, Robert Gordon University

 - A Hexagonal Cell Automaton Model to Imitate Physarum Polycephalum Competitive Behaviour; A Physarum-Inspired Competition Algorithm for Solving Discrete Multi-Objective Optimization Problems; Abubakr Awad, University of Aberdeen

 - Being a leader or being the leader: The evolution of institutionalised Hierarchy; Cedric Perret, Edinburgh Napier University

 - Algorithm Selection Using Deep Learning Without Feature Extraction; Mohamad Alissa, Edinburgh Napier University

 - On the Definition of Dynamic Permutation Problems under Landscape Rotation; Joan Alza, Robert Gordon University

 - Rigorous Performance Analysis of State-of-the-art TSP Heuristic Solvers; Paul McMenemy, University of Stirling
 - Instruction-Level Design of Local Optimisers using Push GP; Michael Lones, Heriot-Watt University

 - Comparing Encodings for Performance and Phenotypic Exploration in Evolving Modular Robots; Frank Veenstra, Edinburgh Napier University

 - Gin: Genetic Improvement Research Made Easy; Sandy Brownlee, University of Stirling

There was also a lively discussion and networking over lunch. A small poster session was also scheduled but due to a couple of absentees this did not take place.

Please provide details of how many attended and if possible, information about which institutions were represented: 
31 people registered in advance; 29 people attended. Institutions represented were: Aberdeen; Edinburgh Napier; Glasgow; Heriot-Watt; Robert Gordon; Stirling; Monash University (Australia)
Outcomes: 

Please give details of any research papers that have come or are pending as a result of this activity:
None known.

Please provide details of any grant applications that have come or are pending as a result of this activity: 

None known.

Please provide details of any further outcomes that have come as a result of this activity: 

Following Mohamad’s talk at the workshop, Paul McMenemy (Stirling) will be visiting Kevin Sim and Mohamad Alissa (Napier) regarding future collaboration on algorithm selection with deep learning, with the goal of developing an EPSRC proposal.
Otherwise, several attendees remarked on the excellent value for money of such an event, being unable to travel to multiple international conferences.
Do you have any plans to bid for further SICSA Theme Funding in the future?  
Discussion at the event suggested there will be another Pre-EC day next year (run by RGU); I am personally keen to run an event again but no firm plans yet!

