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SICSA Research Theme Activity Report
Please complete all sections of this reporting template and submit within 3 months of your event or activity taking place.  This report will allow the SICSA Directors to provide detailed information about the progress of the SICSA Research Themes to the Pool funders, SFC, and your cooperation is appreciated.  
Name of event organiser: Nick Novelli (PhD), Nicola Damassino (PhD)
Email address: Nick Novelli s1535230@sms.ed.ac.uk; Nicola Damassino s1562862@sms.ed.ac.uk
Institution: University of Edinburgh
Title of event: Rethinking, Reworking and Revolutionising the Turing Test
Location of the event: University of Edinburgh, Informatics Forum G.07
Date of event: 15-16 November 2018
From which SICSA Research Theme was this event funded? A.I.
Total funds claimed for event: £1500
Please outline in brief what took place at the event, providing details of speakers and titles of talks: 
‘Rethinking, Reworking and Revolutionising the Turing Test’ was held at the University of Edinburgh, 15-16 November 2018. The aim of the conference was to encourage dialogue between researchers in philosophy of mind, cognitive science and informatics, and was exceedingly successful at that goal. The conference focused on the Turing Test, proposed in 1950 by Alan Turing, a procedure to attribute intelligence to putatively minded entities, and addressed still-burning questions about the focus on creating A.I. that can pass the Turing Test in the face of debate about the adequacy of the Turing Test as a useful measure. The conference addressed questions such as what modern technological advances can tell us about the Turing Test, what the test can actually measure and which properties and abilities could be identified with well-designed variations of the Turing Test. 

The event took place as follows:

Day 1

•Mike Wheeler (University of Sterling) – The Haunting of Artificial Intelligence: Descartes’ Ghost and the Demanding Character of the Turing Test

•David Glass (Ulster University) – Turing, Searle and Conscious Machines

•Susan Sterrett (Wichita State University) – The Genius of the Original Imitation Game Test

•Nick Novelli (University of Edinburgh) – Rats, Sharks and Babies: Models for AI Ethics

•Matt Cosby (Imperial College London) – The Animal-AI Olympics: A Novel Testbed for Artificial Intelligence

•Diane Proudfoot (University of Canterbury) – Rethinking Turing’s Test and the Philosophical Implications 

Day 2

•Peter Millican (Oxford University) – Turing, Consciousness and Misleading Comparisons

•Shlomo Danziger (University of Jerusalem) – Turing’s Technological Test and Human Consciousness

•Paul Shweizer (University of Edinburgh) – Sociolinguistic Motivations for a Truly Total Turing Test

•Fintan Mallory (King’s College London) – Beyond the Asymmetric Turing Test

•Nicola Damassino (University of Edinburgh) – The Questioning Turing Test

•Huma Shah (Coventry University) – Turing’s Simulated vs Substantive Intelligence

All talks were of excellent quality and very well-received and led to vibrant dialogue and discussion of many aspects of the issues. All authors have expressed interest in contributing to an edited volume, for which we are in the process of exploring publication venues. Overall, the conference was a resounding success.
Please provide details of how many attended and if possible, information about which institutions were represented: Total attendance was approximately 45-50 people. Most Scottish universities were represented, including Edinburgh, Napier, Heriot-Watt, Glasgow, St. Andrews and Stirling. There were also many attendees from across the UK and Europe, and some delegates from as far away as Japan (Nagoya University).
Outcomes: 

Please give details of any research papers that have come or are pending as a result of this activity: Due to the large number of excellent talks presented, we are currently seeking publishers for a proceedings volume where paper versions of many of the talks would be published
Please provide details of any grant applications that have come or are pending as a result of this activity: None that I know of
Please provide details of any further outcomes that have come as a result of this activity: 

Do you have any plans to bid for further SICSA Theme Funding in the future? Not at present

